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One phrase he took to heart and would 

often repeat was, ‘‘I might not be the smart-
est guy in the room, but I work harder than 
anyone in the room,’’ said Glenn Monroe, a 
family friend turned colleague at First State 
in Denton. He was a fan of 6 a.m. meetings 
and didn’t like doing check-ins with employ-
ees on a regular basis. A lot of times, Ball 
was also the smartest man in the room, Mon-
roe said. 

‘‘You won’t meet too many bankers at the 
executive level who are willing to make deci-
sions and live with them,’’ Monroe said. ‘‘He 
was willing to listen to all of the informa-
tion, listen to your input, and he’d make a 
decision. That would be it. If the decision 
wasn’t the greatest one, he never came back 
on anyone else.’’ 

A main reason Ball was able to build cap-
ital at First State was through acquiring 
smaller community banks in the area, then 
helping make them more profitable. By the 
time he left in the late 1990s, the bank had 
more than quadrupled its assets. 

From there, he went on to invest and lead 
Smart Start, a company that creates alcohol 
detection technology for cars, and invested 
in other companies. 

He worked a lot of late nights, his children 
said, but he made sure he could always coach 
a sports team for one of five children and 
never missed a game, Bertorelli said. He also 
loved the phrase ‘‘Heck of a deal’’ whenever 
one of his kids came to him with a tale of 
success. 

Later in life, he continued that dedication 
to family with his 11 grandchildren. Each 
photo of him with one of grandchildren re-
veals a large, toothy grin with Ball’s ears 
sticking out, his son, David Ball, said. 

‘‘His legacy was a big deal to him,’’ David 
Ball said. ‘‘His legacy was not the material 
things he gained; his legacy was his children 
and grandchildren, and he made sure we 
knew that.’’ 

Ball is survived by his wife, Barbara Ball, 
his five children, a stepchild and 11 grand-
children. Visitation will be from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday at Bill DeBerry Funeral Direc-
tors, 2025 W. University Drive. 

Funeral service will be at 11 a.m. Thursday 
at St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, 300 W. 
Oak St. in Denton. 
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SELENA MARTINEZ 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Selena Mar-
tinez for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Selena Martinez is a student at Arvada K– 
8 School and received this award because her 
determination and hard work have allowed her 
to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Selena 
Martinez is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Selena Martinez for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

RECOGNIZING MEGAFEST, THE NA-
TION’S LARGEST FAITH, FILM, 
AND FAMILY MULTIDAY EXPERI-
ENCE 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2017 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
MegaFest which returns to Dallas this sum-
mer—June 28 through July 1. MegaFest has 
been built into the nation’s largest celebration 
of life-changing events and empowering semi-
nars focused on faith, inspiration, music, en-
tertainment, youth and fun for the entire fam-
ily, and praise for this event’s success belongs 
to visionary leader Bishop T.D. Jakes. 

MegaFest has captivated diverse audiences 
in Atlanta, GA; Dallas, TX; and Johannesburg, 
South Africa, since 2004. In 2015, over 90,000 
attendees from around the world called Dallas 
‘‘home.’’ With an expected attendance of over 
100,000, support from the business commu-
nity and key sponsors has helped Bishop 
Jakes, MegaFest, and the City of Dallas reach 
larger audiences and offer quality programs 
and entertainment. 

A major theme of the event is based on the 
‘‘Conversations with America’’ survey con-
ducted by Bishop Jakes. The survey gauged 
America’s thoughts, concerns, and views on 
today’s most pressing issues, including gender 
equality, criminal justice reform, economic re-
form, and national security. 

This year’s results show a significant and 
consistent gap between men and women’s 
views toward the current state of gender in-
equality across America. Equality for all is a 
central pillar of our democracy, and women, 
no matter their ethnicity, religious orientation, 
or socioeconomic status in the United States, 
should be treated as equals in all aspects of 
our society. 

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Bishop Jakes on 
creating such a wonderful and progressive 
event. I wish MegaFest, and similar events, fu-
ture success in uniting families and individuals 
from all over the world in the name of love, 
growth, and equality. 
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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI ARMY NA-
TIONAL GUARD SERGEANT (SGT) 
KYLE CLAYTON THOMAS 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of Mississippi Army Na-
tional Guard Sergeant (SGT) Kyle Clayton 
Thomas who paid the ultimate sacrifice while 
training to defend our great nation on May 29, 
2017, at the National Training Center (NTC) at 
Fort Irwin, California. SGT Thomas died in a 
rollover accident while he and three other sol-
diers were conducting combat maneuver oper-
ations in a M1A2 SEPv2 Abrams Main Battle 
Tank. The soldiers with him were treated and 
released from Loma Linda University Medical 
Center in Loma Linda, California. 

SGT Thomas, an Amory native and 2011 
Amory High School graduate, was assigned to 
Company A, 2nd Battalion 198th Armored, 
155th Armored Brigade headquartered in 
Tupelo, Mississippi. 

SGT Thomas joined the Mississippi Army 
National Guard in 2012. His mother, Jo Ann 
Boussouar, says her son was always inter-
ested in the military. As a young boy, SGT 
Thomas would say that he wanted to be a 
tank driver. Her son was able to fulfill his 
dream to serve in the military, and she is 
proud of his willingness to sacrifice his life for 
the safety of his family. 

‘‘Kyle has a tattoo that said, ‘For those I 
love, I will sacrifice,’ ’’ she said. ‘‘That’s what 
he did.’’ 

SGT Thomas divided his time between his 
assembly job at NauticStar Boats manufac-
turing plant in Amory and the Mississippi Army 
National Guard. SGT Thomas’s obituary de-
scribes him as a compassionate person who 
loved life and spending time with his family. It 
says when his daughter, Devina Jayde Smith, 
was born, an incredible bond was formed. 
SGT Thomas’s father, Eddie Thomas, says 
the whole family is proud of SGT Thomas’s 
commitment to his family and to the defense 
of our nation. 

‘‘I was very proud,’’ Mr. Thomas said. ‘‘His 
service made me feel wonderful.’’ 

In a statement issued by the Department of 
the Army and Air Force, Colonel (COL) Doug 
Ferguson, Commander of the Tupelo-based 
155th Armored Brigade Combat Team, ex-
pressed his sympathy over the loss of SGT 
Thomas. 

‘‘Our deepest sympathies go out to SGT 
Thomas’s family and friends,’’ said COL Fer-
guson. ‘‘We have lost a valuable member of 
our team and this loss will be felt across the 
brigade.’’ 

SGT Thomas’s awards include the Meri-
torious Service Medal, Army Achievement 
Medal, Army Good Conduct Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal, Armed Forces Serv-
ice Medal, Army Service Ribbon, Army Re-
serve Component Achievement Medal, Mis-
sissippi Magnolia Cross, Mississippi Emer-
gency Service Medal, Mississippi Longevity 
Medal, and the Mississippi War Medal. 

SGT Thomas died on Memorial Day—the 
day our nation sets aside to honor the service 
men and women who fought and died to pro-
tect the freedoms we all enjoy. We cannot for-
get what this national holiday means to fami-
lies who have experienced that loss. 

SGT Thomas is survived by a daughter, 
Devina Smith; parents, Eddie Thomas (Sheryl) 
and Jo Ann Boussouar (Hachemi); sisters, 
Joni Edmonson (David), Tiffany Jones; 
Chrystal Parker (Marty), and Jennifer Sloan 
(Robin); grandparents, Jackie Ann Wallace 
and Marvelle Jean Tartt; aunts, Janette West 
(Dan), Karen Wallace; uncles, Billy and Bobby 
Wallace; cousins, Danette Starks (William) 
and Allison Fair (Chris); nieces and nephews, 
Annalee Thomas, Alexis Jones, Olivia and 
Riley Edmonson, Dustin Parker (Brooke), Jake 
Sloan (Chastity), Lauren Sloan; special 
friends, Chandler Riggs, Bradley Riggs, Ryan 
Hill, Jessica Smith (mother of Devina), Han-
nah Zaragosa, and Courtlyn McCollum. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF AZERBAIJAN 

REPUBLIC DAY 

HON. RANDY HULTGREN 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2017 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Republic of Azerbaijan as it 
recently celebrated the 99th anniversary of 
Republic Day. 

On May 28, 1918, the Azerbaijani National 
Council proclaimed the independence of Azer-
baijan and the establishment of the Azerbaijan 
Democratic Republic. Thus, Azerbaijan be-
came the first democratic parliamentary repub-
lic in the Muslim world. 

Since that day nearly a century ago and es-
pecially over the last 25 years, the United 
States has striven to develop, grow, and en-
hance its relationship with Azerbaijan and the 
Azerbaijani people. 

Azerbaijan is an ethnically diverse country 
where the predominately Muslim population 
coexists with Christian, Jewish, and other reli-
gious communities. The country has emerged 
as a leader in energy markets in the Caspian 
Region for several years now. The United 
States has long supported Azerbaijan’s 
achievements and the United States seeks to 
maintain a strong bilateral economic relation-
ship through the promotion of trade and in-
vestment. 

The United States and Azerbaijan continue 
to foster a strong and sturdy partnership and 
cooperate on economic and security issues. 
Azerbaijan has taken critical steps toward 
working with the United States on counterter-
rorism efforts. The American people appre-
ciate and are grateful for the solid bilateral re-
lationship forged over the years with Azer-
baijan. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Azerbaijan and its people on this the 
99th anniversary commemorating Republic 
Day. 
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SERENITY GARCIA 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Serenity Gar-
cia for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Serenity Garcia is a student at Moore Mid-
dle School and received this award because 
her determination and hard work have allowed 
her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Serenity 
Garcia is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Se-
renity Garcia for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 

RECOGNIZING GARY LETTERLY 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2017 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize my friend Gary 
Letterly for his dedication to the agricultural 
community and congratulate him on his retire-
ment after 25 years with University of Illinois 
Extension. 

For nearly three decades, Gary has worked 
at the Extension office in Christian County, 
contributing to local economic development 
projects within the county. In this role, Gary 
was able to establish an Enterprise Zone 
along Route 29 and create ‘‘Community 
Swaps’’ which helped connect community 
leaders and elected officials to similarly-sized 
communities in the state as a way to help 
those officials learn and grow in their posi-
tions. 

As his career progressed, Gary’s unique 
specializations and insight helped to broaden 
the focus and expand the impact of the Uni-
versity of Illinois Extension Office. His broad 
range of skills greatly impacted the production 
of local row-crops as well as homeowner lawn 
and pest issues. 

I am proud to recognize Mr. Letterly’s work 
on behalf of the agricultural community and 
wish him all the best in his retirement. 
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HONORING HUBERT MILLS 

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2017 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, the world 
has changed much over the last 100 years. If 
you want to know just how much, ask Mr. Hu-
bert Mills of Hot Springs, Arkansas. The year 
of Mr. Mills’ birth was eventful—the U.S. faced 
uncertainty as President Woodrow Wilson pre-
pared our nation for World War I, the Chicago 
White Sox won the world series, and the man 
who would become the 35th U.S. President, 
John F. Kennedy, was born. 

In his 100 years of life, Mr. Mills saw Amer-
ica win two world wars and put a man on the 
moon. He has lived through the administra-
tions of 18 presidents of the United States and 
experienced the American dream. 

During 100 years, he has worked a variety 
of jobs from driving a sprinkler truck at the 
local race track at age 20 to working as a driv-
er for Railway Express. But Mr. Mills made a 
name for himself building homes in the Hot 
Springs region, retiring at the age of 95, 
though he still does work for his many cus-
tomers. 

At 100-years-old, Mr. Mills is surrounded by 
many loved ones, including his three children, 
six grandchildren, and 11 great grandchildren. 
As Mr. Mills celebrates his 100th birthday on 
Friday, June 9, 2017, I would like to wish him 
a happy birthday. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 10TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE UNITED 
HEALTH FOUNDATION’S DIVERSE 
SCHOLARS INITIATIVE 

HON. TIMOTHY J. WALZ 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 7, 2017 

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, continuing to mod-
ernize the health care system requires improv-
ing the quality and delivery of health care, the 
backbone of which is our health workforce. I 
am proud to have the opportunity today to talk 
about a group of promising students from 
around the country. This year’s United Health 
Foundation Diverse Scholars Initiative scholar-
ship recipients represent 36 states, and they 
are some of the brightest individuals preparing 
to enter the health workforce. 

They are working hard in their under-
graduate, graduate and doctorate programs— 
whether they are studying to be physicians, 
nurses, dentists, or mental health providers— 
to increase the number of skilled professionals 
entering the health workforce. This is key to 
the future of our nation’s health: we need a ro-
bust health care workforce in order to increase 
access to care in rural areas and across the 
nation. 

Beyond their academic achievements, I 
would also like to recognize their commitment 
to making the health care system more cul-
turally relevant and their dedication to improv-
ing the health outcomes of the individuals they 
will one day serve. Research shows that when 
people are treated by health professionals 
who share their language, culture, or ethnicity, 
they are more likely to accept and receive 
medical treatment. That is why these students 
will be a great asset to our nation’s health 
care system. 

Next week, these scholars will be joining us 
in Washington, D.C. to examine some of the 
nation’s most urgent health care issues and 
potential solutions as part of the Diverse 
Scholars Forum. Celebrating its 10th anniver-
sary this year, the United Health Foundation’s 
Diverse Scholars Initiative has helped more 
than 2,000 multicultural students from across 
the country realize their dreams of pursuing 
careers in health while meeting the needs of 
local and underserved communities. This year, 
these scholars include a group of military 
spouses pursuing health careers who have re-
ceived scholarships, and I would like to recog-
nize their commitment to becoming part of the 
future health workforce and for their sacrifices 
and service to our nation. 

To these exceptional scholars, congratula-
tions and best wishes for success in all of 
your future endeavors. As a teacher, I’m proud 
to know that we have scholars like you who 
are ready to lead us into a new era of better 
and more efficient health care. I know that our 
nation’s health care system will benefit from 
your hard work and talent. 

Aviva Aguilar, Fatima Ahmad, Maria Alfaro, 
Sainfer Aliyu, Cesar Andrade, Austere Apolo, 
Shantrice Appleby, Janetci Arevalo, Melissa 
Avila, Kwame Awuku, Kane Banner, Cristina 
Batarse, Simone Batiste, Shanell Becenti, 
Asma Begum, Ashleigh Bennett, Michael 
Bervell, Carlene Black, Ashley Blackwell, Ruth 
Campos, Girah Caraballo, Suzanne Carvajal- 
Pinos, Danelle Cooper, Radha Dahal, Ana 
Maria De Leon, Angelica Duque, Marissa 
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